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TH IS  TALK OFFERS AN OVERVIEW OF THE FRAUGHT

POL IT ICS OF CONTEMPORARY HAWAI IAN

SOVERE IGNTY CLA IMS WITH A FOCUS ON THE

CONTESTAT ION OVER INDIGENE ITY AND

INDEPENDENT STATEHOOD.  THE HAWAI IAN CASE I S

PART ICULARLY INSTRUCT IVE FOR SHOWING BOTH

THE POSS IB I L I T I ES  AND L IM ITAT IONS OF INDIGENOUS

PRACT ICES WITH IN AND AGAINST U .S .  SETTLER

COLONIAL ISM AND IMPER IAL I SM .   EXPLOR ING THE

WAYS HAWAI ʻ I  I S  APPREHENDED WITH IN

CONFL ICT ING PARADIGMS FOR COMPREHENDING ITS

HYBR ID STATUS – S IMPLY SEEN AS THE 50TH STATE

UNDER THE DOMEST IC JUR ISD ICT ION OF THE U .S .

GOVERNMENT ,  AS AN OCCUPIED INDEPENDENT

KINGDOM, AND AS THE HOMELAND OF AN

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE WHO ARE SUPPOSEDLY

AWAIT ING U .S .  RECOGNIT ION AS A NAT IVE

HAWAI IAN GOVERNING ENT ITY -  THE LECTURE

ADVANCES A CR IT IQUE OF STAT IST  NAT IONAL ISM.

J. Kēhaulani Kauanui is Professor of American Studies and affiliate faculty in Anthropology at
Wesleyan University, where she teaches courses on indigenous studies, critical race studies,
settler colonial studies, and anarchist studies. She is the author of Hawaiian Blood: Colonialism
and the Politics of Sovereignty and Indigeneity (Duke University Press 2008) and Paradoxes of
Hawaiian Sovereignty: Land, Sex, and the Colonial Politics of State Nationalism (Duke University
Press 2018). 
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